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his assassination attempt. 
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this is a cbs news special report after the shooting in washington here is cbs news correspondent bob 
schieffer good evening the news from george washington hospital continues to be quite good tonight and 
new details are surfacing on the bizarre motive that investigators now believe was behind the assassination 
attempt the situation first at the hospital and for that we go to susan spencer susan thomas president reagan 
read the newspaper sat up in bed drank liquids and signed a major economic bill today doctors say he is 
doing extremely well his vital signs are now in the normal range white house staffers moved files and 
documents to the hospital today shifting the full range of presidential operations here and about two and a 
half hours ago mr reagan himself was moved from the suite of rooms he had been occupying to a large 
larger suite large enough to accommodate mrs reagan should she desire to stay here there are more 
optimistic reports today too in the condition of white house press secretary james brady who was hit by a 
bullet in the forehead doctors say it will be some time before the full extent of the damage is known but they 
describe his recovery thus far as extraordinary thomas delahanty the district of columbia police officer who 
was hit is reported in fair condition but improving as is timothy mccarthy the secret service agent he is now 
said to be in good condition so in short there are no dramatic changes here at the hospital that of course 
being the best news of all susan spencer cbs news washington thank you susan as for the investigation into 
why it all happened what seemed an incident of mind-boggling senselessness yesterday today became more 
bizarre as each new detail surfaced sources involved in the investigation say that john w hinckley the 25 year 
old drifter who has been charged with the shooting apparently was infatuated with jodie foster the 18 year old 
actress best known for playing a young 
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actress best known for playing a young prostitute in the movie taxi driver the sources said that hinckley was 
apparently upset by some imagined slight to miss foster by president reagan and may have been trying to 
act out the plot of the movie which at one point includes a scene where actor robert de niro tells a heroine if 
you don't love me i'll kill the president ms foster who is a student at yale issued a statement saying she had 
never met or associated with hinckley and referred reporters to the fbi federal sources told our legal 
correspondent fred graham tonight that the fbi interviewed ms foster today and she gave them several letters 
that hinckley had written to her hinckley remains in custody tonight at the marine base at quantico virginia 
south of washington he'll be brought to the federal courthouse here tomorrow morning for a preliminary 
hearing doctors said that the president inquired last night about what returned the demographic 
characteristics of the suspect he was told then that the man had come from a good family it was not until 
today that mr reagan got more details and learned for the first time that his press secretary had been 
seriously hurt in yesterday's attack washington's focus is always wherever the president happens to be and 


today there was no mistaking that place was george washington hospital more on that from our white house 
correspondent leslie stahl george washington hospital was being converted into a wing of the white house 
today even an official government shredder was moved in and so are extra policemen and agents doctors 
said mr reagan was well enough to carry on as president he's obviously able to function right now and in 
terms of his thought process capacity to make decisions and so forth as if to prove that he can function the 
white house released an act that mr reagan signed early this morning only a few visitors were being allowed 
in chief justice warren berger was one mrs reagan came during the day and again tonight as did all four of 
his children thousands and thousands of people sent flowers and telegrams and signs wishing the president 
well went up near the hospital a late medical bulletin said the president is doing 
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bulletin said the president is doing extremely well he sat up in bed for a while today and began taking clear 
liquids he did not however sleep very much last night he maintained a constant dialogue with the nurses and 
doctors who are in constant attendance with him uh maintaining an excellent sense of humor i'm sure you'll 
hear many of his uh remarks my favorite one is he said if i'd gotten this much attention on hollywood i never 
would have left the president did not know he'd been shot at first but when he entered the hospital yesterday 
his nose was bleeding and he was in pain as he got to the second set of double doors he just kind of 
collapsed on onto the floor there and he looked kind of pale like he was in apprehensive and in some pain at 
that time did he say anything and was he conscious he was conscious and alert he didn't say anything to me 
my partner kind of grabbed him under his legs and took him into the back and he mentioned to my partner 
that he was having a hard time breathing when he was told this afternoon for the first time that his press 
secretary james brady had been shot in the brain mr reagan said oh damn oh damn and his eyes welled up 
with tears he was given reports on the agent and the policeman who were also shot and he said that means 
four bullets hit good lord the doctors say the president could be out of the hospital in a week and back riding 
horses in a couple of months they continue to comment on his high spirits and good humor for instance while 
he was still in the recovery room he wrote a note quoting winston churchill that read there is no more 
exhilarating feeling than being shot without result leslie stahl cbs news the white house inside the white 
house the effort centered on one theme that in the words of spokesman larry speaks the government did not 
skip a beat considerable part of that effort was devoted to playing down news leaks that the situation has 
produced new strains between white house staff and secretary of state alexander haig we'll have reports on 
that and other 
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we'll have reports on that and other aspects of the story in just a moment don't scare them teaching my 
grandson to respect nature is like passing on a tradition that's why we eat grape nuts see grape nuts is made 
with respect for nature made from wheat and barley prepared simply bring out its goodness and the good 
taste nature gave it nutty tasty crunchy too the way it ought to be feels good that we eat a cereal with respect 
for nature grape nuts cereal since the time of caesar velifera graves have created the world's finest wine 
ryunity selects the marani salamino maestri monterico and most important the lancelota which only unity 
grows to perfection these choice grapes and centuries of the winemakers are produced a delicious taste of 
pure and natural unity america's best loved imported wine reunity on ice [Applause] traditionally vice 
presidents don't get much attention unless they do something wrong and embarrass the president but part of 
the white house effort to reassure americans that things were running smoothly today meant a new upfront 
role for vice president bush richard roth has our report on that vice presidential spokesman said it was 
business as usual today but from the moment bush left home with beefed-up security and a block-long 
motorcade clearly it wasn't quite that way a planned trip to chicago was canceled and bush who usually 
moves about in relative obscurity became a focus of attention stopping at the capitol as an aide put it to show 
the flag and spread the news about president reagan's health bush said he was taking on most of the 
president's schedule but none of his powers i sense a real calm determination to go ahead 
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calm determination to go ahead the president there's no need to for any emergency procedures to power the 
vice president to do anything that point was echoed at the white house by a deputy press secretary to the 
president there's no division of authority the president remains the president of course i'm sure the president 
will make all the decisions as uh you know as he always has even during a white house appearance with 
dutch prime minister andreas von oct bush spoke of what he called the overlying concern everyone feels 
about the president throughout the day the administration resolved to demonstrate that most white house 
routine wasn't affected by the absence of the president bush's aides say the vice president doesn't want to 
appear to be usurping any presidential prerogatives not by accident not even symbolically in the words of his 
spokesman bush is simply pinch hitting richard roth cbs news washington just as intense as the effort to get 
vice president bush into the news was the effort to get secretary of state hague out of it that part of the story 
now from state department correspondent diane sawyer the senior white house staff went to extraordinary 
lengths today to stress unity and harmony with the secretary of state this came after sources had told cbs 
news that haig's sudden appearance before the white house press yesterday had surprised and annoyed the 
senior white house staff and surprised the vice president and some of the cabinet members too in flaming 
the old antagonisms once again to refute all talk of disarray chief of staff james baker denied the implication 
of a rift but acknowledged he didn't know about haig's press appearance in advance baker was followed in 
quick succession by counselor edward meese who defended haig's press room statement at one time during 
the afternoon it appeared that the president was in surgery and there might be concern on the part of our 
allies uh as to the whether there was a hiatus in the government and uh secretary hague properly uh went 
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and uh secretary hague properly uh went before television and explained that the situation room was being 
manned that he was there as the senior member of the cabinet that other cabinet members were there and 
that each one was doing their job really he wasn't in charge of the government he was in charge of the 
situation or the senior person there really in the situation what's that mean though charge of the situation 
wrong well he was the senior person there just as some of us were at the hospital taking charge of things 
there the government was still in the hands of ronald reagan while no one suggests that haig's job was 
endangered by what happened yesterday despite white house denial sources say hague did raise some 
high-level hackles once again and the more that happens one official said the lower the tolerance the next 
time diane sawyer cbs news washington this latest controversy involving hague and the white house is 
already causing some problems for the new administration on capitol hill phil jones was following that part of 
the story today and here is his report many republicans here in congress clearly viewed haig's comments on 
the command structure yesterday as too sensitive to discuss in public however senate majority leader 
howard baker in carefully guarded answers to reporters questions left no doubt that the normal constitutional 
succession of power would not have applied in case there had been a national emergency yesterday the 
plan that is in existence would have permitted responsible authority to respond to it the vice president would 
have been involved in that plan but the vice president would not have been the command authority he would 
not have been the acting president what you've just said leaves the implication that someone other than an 
elected official of the united states government would be handling the atomic bomb the nuclear weapons 
capacity of the united states you don't mean to leave that impression well that's not the only inference to 
draw from it but what i mean to say is i i really don't want to discuss that all this talk of command assumption 
caught some members of congress by surprise and one representative barbara mikulski went to the speaker 
to demand an investigation 
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investigation we have never ever ever heard of something called the command assumption and i've asked 
for an investigation by the speaker through the appropriate committee on what is something called the 
command assumption who dreamt it up when and under what authority was it constitutional uh does it how 
does it relate to the war powers act and what exactly does this mean phil i'm worried to death about what 
happened yesterday not only about the the direct impact on the president but suppose we have a national 
emergency and all of a sudden the speaker of the house is going to the white house and he's got to wrestle 


with the secretary of defense about who's in charge and the secretary of state says it's me and democratic 
senator joseph biden a member of the senate foreign relations and intelligence committees told cbs news 
tonight that the dynamics of what the secretary of state did yesterday are enormous that they were both 
inappropriate and inaccurate and that this is going to raise serious constitutional questions said biden it is the 
first chapter of a book that mr hague will wish he never had his hands on jones cbs news capitol hill can 
presidents really be safe only if they remain prisoners in the white house we'll look into several aspects of 
that question in just a moment what's the matter gertie your dad you're slipping when you wear dentures 
there's nothing funny about loose spots let fixodent help fix your loose spots fix it and spreads evenly filling 
those tiny gaps between dentures and gums with ingredients that give added dimension to holding bertha's 
back she's no problem now neither are my loose spots today's fix-it end helps fix loose spots there are two 
things about x-lax you should know it works overnight which is good but it contains an artificial chemical 
metamucil on the other hand is all-natural which is good 
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all-natural which is good but it can take up to three days to work so where do you turn for fast relief and 
natural active ingredients to new nature's remedy laxative nature's remedy has only natural active 
ingredients and it gently relieves your constipation overnight new nature's remedy the gentleness you want 
the speed you need i'm here to talk to people in business who are serious about it where can you get all the 
business news you need these days in a daily paper even in the best you get only a section of business 
news too little in business magazines if you have to wait a week maybe the news isn't news anymore too late 
too little too late there's one publication one that gives you all the business use you need when you need it 
the wall street journal every business day the journal reports anything happening anywhere in the world that 
can affect business your business your company your career anything anywhere every business day in 
depth in detail in time for you to use it if you're in business and serious about it don't settle for too little too 
late get the journal here's how call toll free 800 228 2210 now to get the wall street journal delivered every 
business day for fifty two weeks for just seventy seven dollars fifty two weeks over two hundred fifty issues 
for seventy seven dollars call eight hundred two two eight twenty two ten today when the shots rang out in 
washington yesterday it was but the latest in a string of incidents involving gunmen and political figures it 
began almost two decades ago when lee harvey oswald gunned down president kennedy in the city where 
john hinckley grew up jerry landay has put together this report looking back it's not long afternoon time dallas 
texas the 22nd of november 1963 as clothing manufacturer abraham zapruder aimed his amateur movie 
camera at the kennedy motorcade a gunman was training his high-powered man liquor rifle at the back of the 
young president's head and john f kennedy was struck down 
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head and john f kennedy was struck down and died putting aside the uncertainties that have lingered the 
number of bullets the number of gunmen whether a conspiracy or no the death of john f kennedy marked the 
opening of almost certainly the most concentrated period of violence and attempted violence in the history of 
american national politics television news cameras rolled reflexively just four years later as the late 
president's brother senator robert kennedy was shot by a young jordanian named sirhan sirhan in the kitchen 
of the los angeles hotel it was june 5th 1968 the end of the presidential primary campaign in california 
kennedy had been celebrating his victory in the democratic contest he died next day sierra now in soledad 
prison california is eligible for parole in 1984. another democratic primary campaign maryland four years later 
as governor george wallace of alabama was ending an appearance at a shopping center a television film 
camera operated by cbs news cameraman lawrence pierce was rolling protectively a young drifter from 
milwaukee named arthur hermann bremmer had gunned down wallace with a snub-nosed 38 caliber revolver 
at point-blank range the bullet irreparably damaging the governor's spinal cord he would win the maryland 
primary next day but the shooting ended his national hopes and ultimately his political career wallace has 
never walked again bremer serving a 53-year sentence now in a maryland prison september 5th 1975 a 
woman points a pistol at president gerald ford as he presses flesh in sacramento california an alert secret 


service agent had seen the gun and the shaking hand holding it lynette squeaky fromm a one-time follower 
of cult murderer charles manson never got a shot off i saw a hand coming up behind several others in the 
front row and obviously there was a gun in that hand i then saw 
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a gun in that hand i then saw almost instantaneously very quick and very effective action by the secret 
service and taking care of them it happened again just 17 days later again california this time san francisco 
again mr ford's luck held a retired marine named oliver sipple had deflected a gun in the hand of sarah jane 
moore it went off harmlessly she had been questioned only the night before by secret service as a potential 
threat then released mr ford declared no president could cower before a sick few in late 1975 in miami florida 
a young man appeared to pull a gun on ronald reagan as he opened his unsuccessful bid for the presidency 
when secret servicemen pulled the weapon from his hand it was found to be a toy yesterday the sixth assault 
on a national political leader in eight years it was a different story today as the fbi began its investigation into 
this latest incident the secret service began an investigation into its own procedures an investigation that 
must address difficult questions as to whether a president can really travel safely in a democracy report now 
on that from fred graham how does the secret service go about protecting the president in the land of the 
free and the home of 60 million handguns they surround him with bodyguards each with a special role in the 
protective screen at public meetings such as the president's speech yesterday they are not always obvious 
but they are there guarding the doors standing behind the curtains stationed in the midst of the crowd when 
he moved some scatter out in advance chief white house agent jerry parr works the body as the saying goes 
and he pushes the president to safety an agent who has moved ahead timothy mccarthy lunges back into the 
line of fire and he becomes the first agent ever to be wounded shielding a president others pile on the 
suspect as pistols appear and even a snub-nosed submachine 
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appear and even a snub-nosed submachine gun but while nobody fought their performance under fire 
yesterday questions are being raised about the secret service's general effectiveness in presidential 
protection how did the gunman get into the media section so close to the president treasury secretary donald 
regan the secret services boss explained to correspondent jerry landay what's happened here is is that there 
are over 1700 correspondents that are accredited to the white house well now on a rainy day when they 
have on rain clothing of one type or another it's very difficult to determine who's press and who isn't press 
and outside a building as to where the press can stand and where the public should stand and so forth these 
are very gray areas how did john hinckley described by witnesses as agitated and nervous before the 
shooting escaped detection hinckley is strikingly similar to some elements of a profile of a potential 
presidential assassin published a decade ago by the president's commission on violence white male short 
withdrawn a loner no girlfriends unable to work steadily a zealot for a political religious or other cause 
chooses a handgun as his weapon selects a moment when the president is appearing amid crowds but 
hinckley does not fully match the profile and some would-be assassins have been women many observers 
believe the president cannot be totally protected and still function as a democratic leader we certainly can 
protect any president or any individual if literally we were to confine them to one place to one building or one 
room or something of that nature but since the job of the secret service is to protect a political president an 
elected person who has to go and visit various constituencies to make speeches things of that nature we 
have to evaluate the risk between politics and protection there's no question about what there's going to be a 
tightening up isn't it 
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a tightening up isn't it well i'm not certain because security was tight yesterday as tight as you can make it for 
a president who wishes to come and go and if that's going to be the presidential style we'll have to 
accommodate to that style the secret service was never informed that hinckley was arrested in nashville with 
three handguns when jimmy carter was there but even if it had been told the secret service says that in a 


free society hinckley could still have been right where he was yesterday stalking ronald reagan fred graham 
cbs news washington as has been the case after every one of these incidents gun control advocates are now 
calling for tougher controls on handguns anti-gun control groups or responding controls are not the answer 
well today in plains georgia a man who is no stranger to this controversy said he thought the outcome this 
time would be the same as always john shan has that report former president carter was pessimistic about 
whether the attempted assassination might give impetus to a national gun control law well from experience i 
would say that the prospects for gun control legislation are very slight i think the handguns of that kind ought 
to be registered but i believe that the congress is very unlikely to move on any sort of control of guns well it 
did move after 1963 and they didn't move after george wallace was attacked and they didn't move after 
bobby kennedy was killed and my guess is that the gun lobby is going to oppose even the registration of of 
these weapons that are only used to kill someone not to kill not for hunting so i think they ought to be 
registered but i predict that they won't be asked whether presidents should be less accessible to the public 
mr carter said he doesn't think that would be wise that if he were president he would want to maintain contact 
with the people john cheyenne cbs news planes georgia and when we come back a discussion of 


00:24:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=Tccp1OVGqJM&t=1440s 





and when we come back a discussion of some of the issues we have raised tonight with the reporters who've 
been covering this story lawrence how long have you been here the irs uh your sixth day sir you know we've 
got a real problem yes and i've come up with some every year we try to tell the taxpayers how to save 
money and every year they overlook deductions yeah we need fresh thinking right and i've conductions like 
protective clothing water work goggles hard hats stuff like that professional dues trade journals biggies like 
interest on loans sales taxes not on the tables like on a car or boat not to mention the fee for preparation of 
last year's income tax well sir the instructions list all those deductions maybe we could print it real big i see 
any more ideas how about putting it on tv radio ads the boy's a genius [Music] bruce morton has been 
looking into still another aspect of this story today and as we hear now in his report some parts of it have 
become all too familiar every time it happens americans ask themselves the same sad questions why us 
what's wrong with us what's wrong with the country the answers aren't easy we are a violent country but are 
we more violent than the rest not everyone thinks so professor daniel robinson teaches psychology at 
georgetown university hundreds of millions of guns are owned by americans and without at all 
underestimating the terrible consequences of events like yesterday's event given that number i think it's fair 
to say that a genuinely violent society probably would be responsible for much higher rates of homicide and 
physical 
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higher rates of homicide and physical harm there's something else about us political assassins in other 
countries tend to have political motives the palestinians for instance or the radicals in italy those who shoot at 
american politicians seldom seem to act ideologically dr david rothstein of the university of chicago medical 
school has studied american political assassins i think that it's it's different in the sense that these people in 
the united states have been acting out of their own internal difficulties because of their own internal motives 
rather than for a realistic or logical political purpose well generally an individual commits an act of 
assassination must have the same personality traits that we see in people who do character assassinations 
they generally people with meager lives poor personal relationships filled with enemy and resentment 
georgetown's robinson thinks there's too much reliance on psychology that we accept insanity as the easy 
explanation and forget it in contrast to an older era when we expected our families and friends to live up to 
certain rules of behavior now we've pretty much surrendered matters of that kind to psychiatrists brain 
surgeons learned journalists and the like it's a complacency that comes very close to sloth if there is 
agreement among the experts it's that our political assassins are different because they're not political dr 
simmons finds that a reason for hope i believe that the american people are quite different in the sense we 
believe in the democratic process through acts of consensus through acts of protest not through acts of 
violence bruce morton cbs news washington well as we have seen tonight this is a story with many sides to it 
and 
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story with many sides to it and here to join me now to talk about some parts of that white house 
correspondent leslie stahl law correspondent fred graham leslie i suppose the first question is to you and the 
follow-up will go to fred and that is will the president change his style will he stay in the white house now well 
of course his closest friends and aides senator laxalt for instance up in the senate and ed meese uh his 
counselors say say that he will not want to he's the kind of person that want to continue to go out in crowds 
and answer reporters questions on street corners as he has been doing when we shot them at him but the 
secret service is apparently going to come to the white house with new recommendations on how to improve 
security and the chief of staff james baker says those recommendations may be highly persuasive and he 
may have to change the way he operates let me tell you one thing in addition bob the president has not been 
asked to wear a bulletproof vest since he's been in the white house he did wear one several times during the 
campaign particularly in large rallies and we may go back to that at least sure friend what about this what 
does this mean for the secret service do you think well bob i think that the key is to what donald regan the 
secretary of the treasury said in the interview earlier in this program and that is that they really have to key 
the form of protection to the the style of the person who's the president and i suspect that ronald reagan will 
continue to be a public very public man and that the pretty much with some tightening up around the edges 
the pattern we've seen before is going to persevere in fact it seems to me that there's almost a tendency 
these days to take this a little too lightly bob i think there's been so much relief that the president was not 
killed that he's recovering and and it worries me that maybe we we're not taking it quite seriously enough well 
i suppose fred harris the former senator of oklahoma when he was running for president you know you 
remember decline secret service protection because he said really about all the secret service can do is 
keep the drunks off of you he said they they can't defense really against a professional assassin or a crazed 
individual who is 
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assassin or a crazed individual who is willing to give his life in an an attack an attack on a president but i 
suppose we will see for a while at least much much tighter security around the president when he does travel 
yes i think we'll see maybe more hassling of the crowds by the secret service keeping them back but i think 
the style that we've seen and that is the president going to the people nothing like the way a european leader 
for the most part stays inside we'll never see that fred i'm going to ask you in just a minute more about this 
bizarre plot that seems to be coming out the motive behind this thing but leslie a political question and that is 
what about this whole business about alexander hague is his future again in jeopardy do you think with does 
he have a future with the reagan administration well that's a good question bob to tell you the truth it's uh it's 
a question we've all been wondering and it's unclear right now i think the white house is determined to put 
the best foot forward they do not want to appear as though they were at all confused or in a state of disarray 
during this period and today white house reporters were called in by the white house chief of staff james 
baker and told that everyone was happy with alexander haig there were no disagreements uh all the reports 
were denied that there were fights aroused clearly they they want to look as though they were in control of 
the situation and and that the while the president was in the hospital the government was running and 
functioning properly that's their main concern right now what happens in a few weeks with alexander haig i 
don't know he clearly did not leave the best impression either with the white house staff or with other 
members of the cabinet or we're beginning to find out with congress and many large segments of the public 
well fred what about the strange bizarre twist now this the details leaking out on this new well we've been 
told of course that uh the accused killer says that he did this because he felt that ronald reagan had uh 
slighted a young actress and it just teaches us the bizarre reasons and the unpredictable reasons why 
people may attempt to kill the 
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why people may attempt to kill the president and how hard it's going to be to really protect him well thanks to 
both of you well as we said at the top of this broadcast most of the news tonight from the hospital is good 
news all of those involved in this incident yesterday said to be improving the suspect hinckley is to be 
brought to washington tomorrow for a preliminary hearing at the federal courthouse we'll have more 
developments as the situation warrants of course charles kuralt will have details also tomorrow on his regular 
morning report i'm bob schieffer cbs news reporting from washington good night this bud's for everyone who 
takes us down to the sea and ships [Music] yeah just for you that distinctively clean crisp taste that says 
budweiser this bud's for you jackie guess what i booked another round the world tour great have some coffee 
oh whoa only half a cup i thought you loved automatic drip coffee i do it's the caffeine i can do without that's 
why we're drinking brim decaffeinated coffee this is brim a new kind of brim specially developed for 
automatic coffee makers mmm brim automatic drip it tastes this rich i won't stop at half a cup fill your cup to 
the rim with brim new automatic drip this has been a cbs news special report after the shooting this is cbs 
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